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Aloha CommitteeChairFukunaga,ViceChair Pine,andmembersof the Public SafetyandEconomic
DevelopmentCommittee,

The Coalition for a Tobacco-FreeHawaii (Coalition)stronglysupportsBill 28, CD 1. The Coalitionfor
aTobaccoFreeHawaii (Coalition) is an independentorganizationin Hawai’i whoworksto reduce
tobaccousethrougheducation,policy andadvocacy.Our organizationis a nonprofitorganizationwith
over 100 memberorganizationsand2,000advocatesthat work to createa healthyHawaii through
comprehensivetobaccopreventionandcontrol efforts.

The Coalitionappreciatesthe reviseddefinition of “bus stop” andthe clarification of the 20-foot
boundaryas notedin the CD 1.

Thedangersof smokingandsecondhandsmokearewell-known.The U.S. SurgeonGeneral,in 2010,
notesthat anylevelof exposureto secondhandsmokeis dangerousandcan beharmful. Busstopsoften
attractlargenumbersof people,andcommutershavelimited opportunitiesto avoid secondhandsmoke
in theseareas. Many families,elderlypeople,andpeoplewith disabilitiesuseTheBusfor their regular
transportation,putting thematrisk of exposureto secondhandsmoke.TheBusseesover236,000trips
on weekdays.1

Growing scientific evidenceshowsthatsecondhandsmokehasa harmfuleffect on air quality in some
outdoorsettings. Studieshaveshownthat whenpeoplearein closeproximity to eachother,the levelsof
exposureto secondhandsmokecan becomparableto secondhandsmokelevelsmeasuredwithin
enclosedspaces.2 Prohibitingsmokingat busstopsor public transitwaiting areasis a growingtrend.
277 municipalitiesin 33 stateshavethesepolicies,andwe would like to seethe City & Countyof
Honolulu addedto the list.3

The Coalitionstronglysupportsthis effort in orderto protectthe healthof all peoplein public spaces.
We looks forwardto working with our city andstategovernmentalagencies,includingTheBus,the
Departmentof Health, the Honolulu PoliceDepartment,and anyotherstakeholders,to ensurea ~
successfulimplementationof this newpolicy.
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Annie Hollis, MSW, Public HealthPolicy & AdvocacyDirector
Coalition for a Tobacco-FreeHawai’i
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